Better Bridging Japan and Thailand 
for Education in the Future
Supamard Panichsakpatana

Long caring and sharing
The Ministry of Education (Monbusho) of Japan has provided scholarships for Thai students since 1954.  So far, there are approximately 2,500-3,000 Thai alumni who have graduated from Japan.  These alumni have played important roles in Thai society especially in government, private and educational sectors.
The contribution of Monbusho to education is quite obvious in many universities in Thailand, for instance, in Kasetsart University (KU), Khon Kaen University, Thammasat University, King Mongkut's University of Technology North Bangkok (KMUTNB) and King Mongkut's Institute of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL).  Kasetsart University, for example, has more than 100 staff members who graduated from Japan (Table 1).  Currently, many of these alumni become key persons in Thai universities such as deans, directors, vice-presidents, presidents, and even the chairpersons of the university councils.
Not only Monbusho, but also the Overseas Technical Cooperation Agency (OTCA) and Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) have made great contributions to Thai education.  In the late 60’s, Japan by OTCA under the Colombo Plan offered the first grant aid to a Thai university, KMUTNB, by providing the instruments and facilities in the field of telecommunications.  The first grant aid by JICA contributed to a Thai university was to Kasetsart University, Kamphaeng Saen Campus in 1977.  JICA helped Kasetsart University in the establishment of a Central Laboratory, an Agricultural Machinery Center, and a National Agricultural Extension and Training Center.  After three decades of collaboration, KU – Kamphaeng Saen Campus has become one of the finest university campuses in Thailand.  The Center of Excellence in Agricultural Biotechnology there, for example, has been basically developed from the said Central Laboratory.  The National Agricultural Extension and Training Center is well-known for its great impacts on agricultural extension and training not only for the local farmers and the technicians, but also for the oversea ones.  And the Agricultural Machinery Center has played its important role in the agro-industrial sectors in the west part of Thailand especially in the sugar industry and logistics.  The success of JICA through the collaboration with KU became the model of grant aid of JICA to Hanoi Agricultural University in Vietnam in a subsequent period.

There are many excellent examples of achievement where the close collaboration between Thailand and Japan has contributed a lot to the strength of knowledge in Thai institutions.  This is particularly true for KMUTNB and KMITL.  With strong support from Japan, KMITL has become a leading university in engineering and technology within a matter of a few decades.  At lease, one of the Japanese alumni became the president of KMITL.  JICA contributed grant aid to KMITL to establish a Research Center for Communication and Information Technology (ReCCIT).  The center consisted of 14 research laboratories such as Satellite Communications, Mobile Communications, Signal Transmission System, Communication Circuit Design, Bio-medical Signal and Image Processing, etc.  ReCCIT then has become an important unit for innovation and prototype research in both hardware and software instruments, for  the industrial sector.  Furthermore, JICA also initiated to built a network, namely the AUN/SEED-Net (ASEAN University Network/Southeast Asia Engineering Education Development Network) with KMITL as the host institution.  This network consisted of 19 member institutions from 10 ASEAN countries together with 11 member institutions from Japan.  The objective of this network was to teach engineering both for master’s and doctoral programs.  This is to say the network is caring and sharing in facilities, human resources, and institutions to build human resources in engineering in the ASEAN region.  The strong support as mentioned above is very unique which is not seen through any other collaboration, with neither European countries nor the USA.  
As a result of collaboration in research projects, Thailand with the NRCT (National Research Council of Thailand) and JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science) have created many excellent projects in 10 scientific programs.  Along with the research per se, this collaboration has also produced hundreds of doctoral graduates through the Ronpaku program (dissertation degree program).
Better bridging in the future
Perspective of educational level and working age in Thailand
In Thailand, children around 900,000 are born yearly.  Around 600,000 children engage in the school level and 300,000 enroll in higher education.  Every year around 200,000 students graduate from universities and flow into the labor market.  According to the statistics in 2008, around 30 million people were of working age.  Of these people, 44%, 14%, 18% and 20% finish their study at primary, secondary and high school levels and university level, respectively (Table 2 & 3).     
Responsibility of Rajabhat universities in education

Rajabhat universities (RU) are the main institutions producing human resources in higher education.  No less than 30% and 15% of all the undergraduate and graduate students of public universities enroll in Rajabhat universities (Table 4).  In contrast to the students in the 13 public universities, these students are people living locally and coming from low income families.  Rajabhat universities are hence the institutions truly for the local people.  After graduation, they seek jobs at the places nearby their hometowns.   That is why approximately more than 70% of the teachers in school level in the rural areas graduated from the group of Rajabhat universities.  With the calculation using these figures with that of the people at the working age, it reveals that no less than 50% of the people of working age in the rural areas are direct or indirect products of the Rajabhat institutions.  This is to say, the quality of education in Thailand depends much on the standard and quality of Rajabhat universities.

Rajabhat universities are the group of 40 local universities in 40 of 76 provinces all over Thailand such as Chiang Mai Rajabhat University, Ubol Ratchathani Rajabhat University, etc.  Rajabhat universities have been developed from the local teaching colleges located in almost every province in the past.  Some have the history dating back 100 years.  All of them have become comprehensive universities since 2004.

Educational reformation

In order to boost Thailand’s recovery from the economic crisis together with to need to reform national education quality, the government has injected substantial budgets into educational sectors.  Among the urgent programs, under the project “New Varietal Teachers”, for example, aims to improve teacher quality by improving skills, knowledge and morals. There will be training courses for 500,000 teachers nation wide.  Ones who want to teach in schools and who have university grades of no less than 2.75 – 3 will be given guarantees of permanent positions in local schools.  The project “4 + 1 Teacher” will recruit graduates with high grades in some special fields such as physics, chemistry and  other sciences to further their study in pedagogy for one more year.  In addition, the university should bring the academic degree ratio of teaching staff up to the international standard.
Bridging Japan-Thailand for better education

Since Rajabhat universities became universities about a decade ago, the number of teaching staff holding doctoral degrees has been still quite low and the academic degree ratio of teaching staff has not yet to meet the international standard.  There are substantial needs for them to further their studies up to master and doctoral degree levels.  This can be done in many ways through collaboration between the two countries, but not necessarily through the big Japan universities like the early collaboration but rather through local Japanese universities.  The collaboration can be done in many ways such as the joint degree program, the Ronpaku program and the sister university system.

The joint degree program or sandwich program for Ph.D. candidates can be performed through joint programs between big Thai universities having doctoral degree programs to teach the course work and conducting the field research work and a Japan university for research and completing the thesis.

The Ronpaku program is very beneficial not only to Thai students, by doing their research in their home country while having some research experience in Japan, but also to the Japanese professors for gaining knowledge and information from abroad.  The Ropaku program will be very useful to make matches between both sides with common interests such as geographical matching, cultural matching, indigenous knowledge matching, etc., since the Rajabhat universities themselves have the obligation of working as a geographical team for the sake of building their own strength and collaboration, such as the Northern group, the Northeastern group, etc.  Moreover, the Ropaku program could create a sister university system so that not only Japan universities can take care of the Ropaku but also that participating universities can perform joint research, cultural exchange and other activities afterwards.
The bridge between Japan and ASEAN countries
Rajabhat universities can be a bridge between Japan with our neighboring ASEAN countries too.  For example, Sakon Nakhon RU and Ubol Ratchathani RU are located near the border of Thailand and Laos and quite close to Vietnam.  Chiang Rai RU and Chiang Mai RU are very near to Myanmar whereas Songkhla RU and Yala RU are also very close to Malaysia (Table 5).  The collaboration within these areas may be already established.  So far, Sakon Nakhon RU has strong collaboration with some universities in Vietnam such as Quang Binh University, Quang Tri Teacher Training College and Da Nang University.  Sakon Nakhon RU has already established a Vietnam Study Center as well. Whenever the collaboration takes place, and since the Japan outreach could be borderless, the collaboration can be extended to neighboring countries that are interested.  Therefore, geographical matching will not only better bridges Japan and Thailand, but also ASEAN countries along their borders.
Japan has used upstream development for Thai universities for quite a long time, and it is clear that many big universities in Thailand have improved their strength in many areas of knowledge.  From a Thai perspective, there are two symbols of educational collaboration between Japan and Thailand in the past: engineering and agricultural sciences.  These should be another symbol of collaboration for the future, the most desirable benefit to Thailand: the improvement of Thai educational standard.  It is an opportunity for Japan to lend a helping hand for downstream development especially for the Rajabhat universities since building the strength of knowledge in Rajabhat universities really means building the strength of Thailand’s education, building better bridges between Japan and Thailand through collaboration in education. The outreach of Japan to Rajabhat universities near Thai borders could extend the helping hand to our ASEAN countries as well.
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Table 1  Staff members who graduated from Japan in Kasetsart University, 2009

	Institutions
	Number of staff  

	Azabu University
	1

	Chiba University
	2

	Ehime University
	9

	Gifu University
	1

	Hiroshima University
	3

	Hokkaido University
	1

	Kagawa University
	2

	Keio University
	1

	Kobe University
	1

	Kochi University
	1

	Kyoto University
	11

	Kyushu University
	5

	Nagoya University
	14

	Nihon University
	1

	Nippon Veterinary and Animal Science University
	1

	Osaka Prefecture University
	1

	Osaka University
	4

	Saga University
	1

	The International Students Institute
	1

	The University of the Ryukyus
	1

	Tohoku University
	5

	Tokyo Gakugei University
	1

	Tokyo Institute of Technology
	1

	Tokyo University of Fisheries
	3

	Tokyo University of Agriculture Technology
	4

	Tokyo University of Agriculture
	4

	Tokyo University of Foreign Studies
	2

	Tottori University
	2

	Toyama University
	1

	Tsukuba University
	2

	University of Japan
	1

	University of Tokyo
	14

	University of Tsukuba
	11

	Utsumomiya University
	2

	


Total
	116


Table 2 Number of graduates and students by educational level, academic year 2007, 2008

	Level of education
	Graduates, year 2007
	Students, year 2008

	
	Government
	Private
	Government
	Private

	Bachelor’s Degree
	201,894
	46,176
	1,495,705
	267,761

	Graduate Diploma
	13,800
	639
	17,141
	2,452

	Master’s Degree
	33,159
	5,572
	157,727
	19,967

	Higher Graduate Diploma
	415
	41
	1,148
	30

	Doctoral Degree
	1,617
	27
	16,379
	1,472


Source: Commission on Higher Education, Ministry of Education

	Table 3 Percentage of Educational level in working age, 2002-2008 

	 
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008

	Before 1ry School & Unknown
	3.5
	3.5
	3.8
	3.7
	3.7
	3.6
	3.7

	Primary School
	50.9
	49.5
	48.3
	46.5
	45.6
	45.1
	44.1

	Secondary School
	15.4
	15.8
	15.9
	16.2
	16.4
	14.2
	14.1

	High School
	14.1
	14.5
	14.8
	15.3
	15.6
	17.9
	18.2

	University
	16.1
	16.7
	17.2
	18.3
	18.7
	19.2
	19.9

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	Source: Calculated from the 3rd survey on working status of Thai population.  National Statistical Office  


Table 4 Number of enrolled students by types of institution, academic year 2008.
	Institutions
	Total
	Under Univ.

 Level
	Bachelor’s Degree
	Graduate

 Level

	- Public Univ. (13 Institutes)

- Rajabhat Univ. (40 Inst.)

- Rajamongkhol Univ. (9 Inst.)

- Others
	819,336

526,975

136,930

279,173
	1,630

1,273

19,657

24,768
	718,526

491,562

115,750

197,087
	99,180

34,140

1,523

57,318

	1. Public Univ./Institutes
	1,762,414
	47,328
	1,522,925
	192,161

	2. Private Universities (68 Inst.)
	296,607
	850
	270,986
	24,771

	Total
	2,059,021
	48,178
	1,793,911
	216,932


Source: National Statistical Office

Table 5 Rajabhat Universities at the frontiers

	Neighboring Countries
	Groups of Rajabhat Universities

	Myanmar
	The Northern Group

- Chiang Mai RU, Chiang Rai RU, Kamphaengphet RU,

The Western Group

- Kanchanaburi RU, Muban Chombueng RU

	Laos and Vietnam
	The Northeastern Group

- Sakon Nakhon RU, Ubol Ratchathani RU, Udon Thani RU, Loei RU

The Northern Group

- Uttaradit RU

	Cambodia and Vietnam
	The Northeastern Group

- Nakhon Ratchasima RU, Ubol Ratchathani RU, Buri Ram RU, Si Sa Ket RU, Surin RU

The Eastern Group

- Rambhai Barni RU

	Malaysia
	The Southern Group

Songkhla RU, Yala RU


� Department of Soil Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Kasetsart University, Chatuchak, Bangkok 10900, THAILAND.  Presented in at 18th ASCOJA Conference, Yangon, Myanmar.  5-7 November 2009.





PAGE  
8

